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NEL EXHIBITED THEIR NEW COLLECTION CIUDAD SATÉLITE DURING THE SALONE DEL MOBILE IN MILAN

SHOWN AT VICANTO GALLERY, THE COLLECTION EXPLORES THE IDEOLOGICAL LIMITS OF TASTE AND USAGE, THROUGH A VARIETY OF UTILITARIAN SHAPES
NEL is a platform for experimentation formed by an evolving collective of Mexican designers. The collective serves as a channel to create and exhibit projects that focus on the conceptual and playful side of design. The organic nature of the collective allows for an ever-changing pool of designers, which in turn generates a wide variety of projects that range from political statements to playful storytelling or aesthetic explorations.
CIUDAD SATÉLITE
The collection exhibited at Vicanto gallery in central Milan is named after Ciudad Satélite, a suburb of Mexico City developed by the modernist architect Mario Pani in the nineteen fifties and considered for many years a role model of suburban development. The title also plays with “Salone Satelite”, the pavilion at the fairgrounds in Rho Pero, where NEL exhibited the previous three years, gaining international recognition.

The entry of Ciudad Satélite in Mexico is marked by the Torres de Satélite (Satellite towers), which NEL reincarnate as five trapezoidal bookshelves of the same name. The pieces in birch and walnut plywood feature a coloured side surface that refer to the ones chosen by artists Mathias Goeritz and Chucho Reyes for the towers.

The collection also includes other pieces that incorporate urban elements, with the mixture of utopia and decay found in large metropolis around the world. Among them we found Tinacos, a group of three ceramic vases that resemble urban water tanks. The pieces are intervened in the same manner as real life buildings, with scaled graffiti, tags and stencils, as well as political campaigns and music concert advertising.

Between desire and prediction we find Trepadoras, a series of pots for climbing plants that depict icons of civilization and development being re-conquered by growing vegetation. Also part of this series, Migración shows the area of the Mexico-United States border where most of the illegal migration takes place. 

The last group of unpublished pieces is SCT (Secretaría de Comunicaciones y Transportes – Ministry of Communications and Transportation), comprised by four wooden sculptures shaped like communication towers that also speak about the abandonment of human infrastructure, and suggest a possible second use for whole typological classes after the objects stop serving a purpose.

Editions

Some pieces from previous collections by NEL, are now in production. Proteak included into their line the Pack of Dogs collection. Roughly shaped like a dog, in different sizes and positions, these multifunction pieces are named after famous Mexican wrestlers (Dos caras Jr, Aguayo, El Santo, Alushe and Místico). The pieces are made of FSC certified young teak.

Pirwi, the Mexican furniture manufacturer, is producing Quetza, a bookshelf inspired by the Aztec god Quetzalcoatl – the feathered snake. The piece can be leaned against a wall or supported by a table or chair. As it appears in pre-hispanic architecture, the snake descends to the ground as if sliding down a staircase. The bookshelf is manufactured in two sizes, in birch plywood with walnut, birch or black veneer. Also in production by Pirwi are the coat pegs Armada, shaped like small toy soldiers and manufactured in the same materials. All of the above pieces were exhibited at the Salone Satellite in 2007.
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Héctor Esrawe (1968)

Emiliano Godoy (1974)
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